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National Broadband Map: RBI2 wireless coverage
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What can rural users expect?



Broadband programmes nationally

5National population coverage by broadband programme

RBI2 (4%)RBI1 (9%)
UFB to 

cover (11%)
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RBI2/MBSF national coverage

6



RBI2/MBSF programme: ~$300 million
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• ~84,000 rural households and businesses

• ~1,405 km State Highways

• ~163 Tourism sites

• ~ 570 cell towers

• Pop % ~3.5%

• Total pop with broadband 99.8%



RBI2/MBSF planned schedule for roll-out

Targets for RBI2/MBSF rollout:

RBI2

• Substantially complete by 2021

MBSF

• Substantially complete by 2022
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RBI2/MBSF programme progress – March 2019
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~33,804 rural 
broadband end 
users 40%

~166 kilometres 
mobile coverage

12%

~19 tourism areas 
mobile coverage 

12%
Lightwire tower - Pukehina

% Complete
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All 3 mobile operators share:

• Towers
• Radios
• Antennae
• Spectrum

}
• Lowest cost
• All 3 mobile 

operators’ 
customers can 
use

RCG 
tower at 
Ruatapu

RCG tower 
being erected 

at Te Arai



Haast

240km fibre link

Roaring 
Billy

Wilderness Lodge

Haast
township

Bruce Bay

MBSF/PGF Haast Highway – significant connectivity improvements 

19 mobile towers
147 km
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Milford Sound

MBSF/PGF Tourism Milford Sound - 120km fibre; 8 mobile towers



• Infrastructure coverage
• Assisting connectivity package
• Assisting equipment package

~812 
currently 
eligible 
Marae

PGF Marae Digital Connectivity programme

• 112 applications
• ~57 in progress
• RFP in July



Remaining rural gap – what’s left to be covered ?
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• ~4,000 rural households and businesses

• ~0.2% of pop

• Largest: Northland, Bay of Plenty, 
Waikato: 

• Mid-size: Auckland, Taranaki, “top of the 
South”, Canturbury, Otago & Southland 

• Done: Gisborne, Manawatu, West Coast, 
Wellington



Rural health benefits from broadband
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Benefits
• Remote 

monitoring/diagnostics
• Health & safety (e.g. on 

farm)
• Improved contact for 

District Nurses/ambulance



RBI2/MBSF enables IoT coverage

Commercial in Confidence 16



Expansion of IOT coverage due to RBI2/MBSF
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Note: DOC land/national parks: 30% of NZ’s land mass 



Internet of Things
in rural New Zealand
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Internet of things



UFB rural towns

19

• Hikurangi
• Waipu
• Longburn
• Ruatoria
• One Tree Point
• Thames
• Ruby Bay
• Otaki
• Tolaga Bay
• Picton
• Ngaruawhaia
• Moerewa
• Tirau
• Cromwell
• Stratford
• Summerhill
• Makaraka
• Runanga

• Putaruru
• Taupiri
• Helensville
• Kerikeri
• Ruakaka
• Opunake
• Wairoa
• KatiKati
• Reefton
• Te Puru
• Eltham
• Waihi
• Motueka
• Mangawhai
• Hokio Beach
• Manapouri
• Waimauku

There are 45 UFB expansion towns complete, with 
65,400 residential and business end users able to 

connect

Expansion towns complete include:

Summerhill

• Baylys Beach
• Pareora
• Takapau
• Waikawa Beach
• Ongaonga
• Maungakaramea
• Omokoroa, 
• Te Puna
• Matapihi
• Horotiu
• Ohaupo
• Rukuhia
• Whatwhata
• Te Kowhai
• Tamahere-Matangi 
• Hautapu
• Parkdale

Picton

Reefton

Ongaonga

WaihiOpunake
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UFB expansion towns – 31 March 2019 uptake

Uptake strong in UFB expansion towns
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Months since completion
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latest site photos
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latest site photos



WISP RBI2 latest site photos



WISP RBI2 latest site photos
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WISP RBI2 latest site photos
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WISP RBI2 latest site photos
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WISP RBI2 latest site photos
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WISP RBI2 latest site photos


