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WELCOME 

WELCOME – Liz Gosling, Chair, TUANZ
On behalf of the board of TUANZ and our support partners, I warmly welcome you to
the 2019 Rural Connectivity Symposium. This is now the fifth event, and is incredibly valuable
as it re-energises the discussions around the future of connectivity and technology in one of
the most important sectors for our future prosperity & wellbeing in New Zealand

TUANZ has a proud history of leading the charge when it comes to improved connectivity in
rural NZ. It’s now 3 years since the completion of the initial Rural Broadband Initiative (RBI1),
and 18 months into RBI2 and the Mobile Black Spots Programme. With this latest initiative, the
aim is to extend land based broadband to 99.8% of the population over the four years of the
project. With the majority of the project still to run, one of the key elements of the symposium
hearing the latest plans to deliver to that target. Your input to the symposium gives you the
opportunity to help shape the future of rural connectivity as the current programme rolls
out; whether you are an end user, a business involved in providing services in rural NZ, a
government employee, or a provider of connectivity to rural NZ.

We think this is a unique chance to bring you all together to hear the latest plans and to share
ideas. I encourage you to participate fully and hope you enjoy the day.

Your valuable contributions will be used to inform the many submissions we make to the
Commerce Commission, where TUANZ campaigns for a level playing field and fast, robust and
affordable connectivity that supports all of our rural communities

SUPPORT PARTNERS

SYMPOSIUM CHAIR – St John Craner
St John Craner is Managing Director of Agrarian (www.agrarian.co.nz), an independent
agribusiness advisory that specialises exclusively in the primary sector helping companies
who are under-performing in sales or marketing.

St John is well-known blogger and contributor to NZ Marketing, Idealog, Dairy Exporter,
Farmers Weekly, Stuff and interest.co.nz as well as being a regular on the Ag conference
circuit.

He is a Kellogg scholar from Lincoln University whose project focused on technology’s
disruption on traditional supply chains and how to help farmers get closer to their customers
so they can make more money.

St John is passionate about agriculture’s undervalued contribution to New Zealand’s
economy. He enjoys being on-farm talking to farmers whenever he can.
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Chorus builds and manages an uncongested, open access internet network
for New Zealanders. It is rolling out ultra-fast broadband – using GPON fibre
– that will benefit us in the services we use online today, and for generations
to come.

Fibre is by far the best broadband available in New Zealand. It delivers the
fastest speed consistently and a dedicated reliable connection means
everyone can do whatever they want online, when they want and without
interruption. We are rolling out fibre broadband across the country. By
December 2022 New Zealand's fibre footprint will extend to nearly 90 per
cent of the population.

Today, fibre uptake is greater than 50 percent, far above forecasts at the
outset of the build. Our voice and broadband services are offered to more
than a hundred phone and broadband providers across the country,
enabling them to offer world-class home and business connectivity to Kiwis.

Within Chorus there are nearly 1,000 people spread across offices and
exchanges throughout the country. Chorus embraces a diverse and inclusive
culture where employees are encouraged to bring their true selves to work.

PARTNERS

CONFERENCE PARTNER 

In June 2019, The Rural Connectivity Group (RCG) in partnership with Crown
Infrastructure Partners, begins the process of switching on new mobile towers
in areas of rural New Zealand, providing connectivity in some parts for the
very first time.

Infrastructure built and maintained by the RCG will see at least 34,000 rural
homes and businesses gain mobile and high-speed mobile broadband
coverage by the end of 2022. Additionally, 32 rural state highways will gain
mobile coverage, and at least 100 top Kiwi tourist destinations will no longer
be ‘off the grid’.

Currently rural New Zealand suffers from a great lack of connectivity due to
the rugged terrain, low population numbers, and lack of commercial viability
for mobile operators. The RCG is using joint funding from the Government’s
Rural Broadband Initiative Phase 2 (RBI2) and Mobile Black Spot (MBSF)
programmes, as well as collaboration from 2degrees, Spark and Vodafone,
to change that, and will bring these areas of rural New Zealand into line with
the best mobile services available.

CONFERENCE PARTNER

InternetNZ is the home and guardian of .nz, providing the infrastructure,
security and support to keep it humming. We help

New Zealanders harness the power of the Internet through our community
grants, research and policy. We are champions for an Internet that is
accessible, open, and secure for all New Zealanders.

DAILY PARTNER

Harrison Grierson is a New Zealand-owned engineering and design
consultancy, with offices across the country. They work in the key market
sectors of land and buildings, water and the environment, utilities, and
transport. Harrison Grierson provides a diverse range of specialist expertise in
engineering, planning, surveying, urban design and landscape architecture.

DAILY PARTNER

UbiquitiLink’s technology allows standard mobile phones, without any
changes in hardware or software, to be connected virtually anywhere on the
globe using low-earth-orbit nanosatellites. The UbiquitiLink network will
provide connectivity in the most isolated areas, providing a safety net to
people in remote locations.



PARTNERS
NETWORKING DRINKS

Spark’s purpose is to help all of New Zealand win big in a digital world.
We are New Zealand’s largest telecommunications and IT services
provider, offering a full suite of telecommunications services including
broadband, mobile, and cloud services, and catering for consumers right
through to large enterprises. We also offer big data/analytics and data-
powered marketing services through our Qrious brand; we’re rolling out
nationwide Internet of Things networks; we have the biggest team of
cyber security professionals in New Zealand; and our streaming services
Spark Sport and Lightbox give Kiwis the opportunity to watch their
favourite sporting events and entertainment anywhere, anytime.

LUNCH PARTNER

MYOB began life more than two decades ago with one big idea - to create
affordable tools for making business life easier. It’s been working alongside
New Zealand’s businesses ever since and is the largest provider of
accounting software to rural businesses - delivering a range of cloud-based
accounting, payroll and business management software to help businesses
succeed.

FUTURE LEADERS SCHOLARSHIPS

Crown Infrastructure Partners (CIP) implements the Government’s Ultra Fast
Broadband programme, the second phase of the Rural Broadband Initiative
and Mobile Blackspots Fund programme, the Provincial Growth Fund Digital
Connectivity programme as well as infrastructure financing for bulk housing
and other classes of infrastructure.

MORNING TEA

Wireless Nation is a leading ISP who provides fast broadband anywhere in
New Zealand to connect your home, farm, business or government
organisation. Offering full spectrum services for the commercial sector
including satellite (backup) and disaster recovery, as well as bespoke
solutions to overcome hurdles that may prevent connectivity. Voted "Best
Rural Broadband Provider" at the Broadband Compare Awards 2017.

AFTERNOON TEA

The Telehealth Resource Centre (www.telehealth.org.nz) is a joint initiative of
Mobile Health and the New Zealand Telehealth Forum. The resource centre
provides independent guidance and resources for people who want to set
up, improve or use a telehealth service within New Zealand. Telehealth uses
technology to deliver health care when patients and care providers are not
in the same physical location. When applied to the right clinical situation,
Telehealth enables the delivery of better, more cost-effective healthcare. For
example, illnesses can be diagnosed and treatment provided via secure
video conference. Patients receive faster access to care and shorter wait
times, they can remain close to home, making consultations more convenient
and reducing travel. Specialists also spend less time travelling for
consultations whe using telehealth.

COFFEE CART

Go Wireless NZ is the leading wireless networking equipment distributor for
indoor and outdoor long range, high speed wireless connectivity and proudly
supports Rural Wireless Internet Services Providers in New Zealand. We help
create robust wireless networks to suit your needs and have all the
accessories to get the job done. Our qualified staff provide design and
support and run regular trainings and workshops to keep you up to date with
the latest technology.


