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As TUANZ marks 40 Years championing a brighter digital future for every New Zealander,
Aotearoa has entered a new era of digital maturity. With the recent implementation of IPP 3A
of the Privacy Act in May 2026, our nation has transitioned from "passive disclosure” to active
transparency.

Aligning with our 2026 Action Plan, TUANZ advocates for Transparent Data Use, ensuring
individuals have true control over their information by being actively and clearly informed
about its purpose. By mastering this transparency, we unlock a massive competitive
advantage: building the social licence required to harness the $76 billion economic potential
of Generative Al while protecting the $17 billion tech export sector that drives our prosperity.

New Zealand has established a world-leading foundation for digital trust through bold
legislative and strategic actions.

e The Age of Active Notification: The arrival of IPP 3A on 1 May 2026 has closed a critical
transparency gap, requiring agencies to notify individuals when their data is collected
from third parties.

e Sector-Specific Progress: The Customer and Product Data Act 2025 has successfully
launched the Consumer Data Right (CDR) in the banking and electricity sectors,
empowering Kiwis to "vote with their data" to find better deals.

e The Al Trust Mandate: While 77% of New Zealanders now knowingly interact with Al, trust
remains the primary barrier to deeper adoption. Research shows that 87% of Kiwis view
strong data privacy as essential, and 62% would stop using a company if they had
concerns about its Al data practices.

e Cultural Leadership: New Zealand is unique in our need to commit to Mdori Data
Sovereignty, framing data as Taonga (a treasure) and integrating Nga Tikanga Paihere
into ethical data frameworks to ensure data use respects the mana and dignity of all.

TUANZ stands as the strong independent voice for users navigating a digital world. We assert
that trust is the currency of the digital economy. Consistent with our Action Plan for 2026, we
advocate for a shift from "notice and consent” to "active and informed agency".



We believe that organisations must act as Kaitiaki (stewards) rather than owners of
information, adopting a "no surprises" approach where users are never shocked by how their
data is utilised. Transparent data use is not just a compliance checkbox; it is a national
benefit that fosters innovation, protects human rights, and ensures Aotearoa remains a
trusted digital partner on the global stage.

Conclusion

Aotearoa New Zealand has the potential to lead the world as a high-trust, data-transparent
nation. By moving from passive disclosure to active agency, we do more than just protect
privacy; we create a more efficient, competitive, and equitable economy. The benefits are
clear: businesses that embrace transparency will win consumer loyalty, and a nation that
respects Mdori Data Sovereignty will create a more inclusive future for all. TUANZ is committed

to championing this vision, ensuring that data is used responsibly to improve the lives of every
New Zealander. Cleg,

[ tuanz |



	Position Paper 2026:
	Championing Transparent Data Use and Active Agency
	Executive Summary
	As TUANZ marks 40 Years championing a brighter digital future for every New Zealander, Aotearoa has entered a new era of digital maturity. With the recent implementation of IPP 3A of the Privacy Act in May 2026, our nation has transitioned from "passive disclosure" to active transparency.
	Aligning with our 2026 Action Plan, TUANZ advocates for Transparent Data Use, ensuring individuals have true control over their information by being actively and clearly informed about its purpose. By mastering this transparency, we unlock a massive competitive advantage: building the social licence required to harness the $76 billion economic potential of Generative AI while protecting the $17 billion tech export sector that drives our prosperity.

	The Current Landscape
	New Zealand has established a world-leading foundation for digital trust through bold legislative and strategic actions.

	Our Position


	Recommendations for Action

